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Fire Setup & Safety

At “OWL” BALOO Training

By Dave Campbell 

1. Make sure you have dry supplies (kindling, tender, and wood) make sure your supplies are in a dry area under a tarp or in a trailer or truck bed. 

2. Be sure to make a clear and flat area to cut your firewood and be sure you rope off the area where you’re splitting the wood. Rope off a secure area to make sure the boys or other adults can’t enter in there while you are chopping the wood.
3. Ways to start a safe and good fire. Start with some tinder (small twigs and dry leaves), then add some kindling to the fire that you have going. Finally, add your fuel wood to your fire and stack it to cook or to keep you warm on a cold night.  Boys NEVER add wood to the fire!  Adults ONLY!!
4. A couple of ways to stack your wood for your fire is to one; stack it like a chimney and two; stack it like a Teepee.
5. The way to properly put out a fire is to let it burn down till all the wood is completely burned out. 2nd is to add some water and mix it around and then do it again. Make sure to clean up your ashes and firewood.  Don’t forget, we are to Leave No Trace.  
6. Don’t make a fire on the flat ground.  Use a fire ring, whether one that is already there, or one you bring in yourself. 

7.
Make sure for safety that- A) the boys are not running or horse playing around by the fire. B) No one is too close to get hurt by a popping ember from sap in the wood.  C) If you are cooking over it, make sure the boys are watched at all times.  They should not be unattended around a fire for ANY reason.
8. Remember fire is good if you are smart around it and follow the rules around a fire. A fire can be a stage for a song or a skit.  Just make sure that the fun is supervised and keep in mind that bigger is NOT always better when it comes to building a fire.     

